
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Grave – Adagio (Sonata II) Mendelssohn 

* HYMN 356 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Nettleton 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 95): 

Leader: Come, let us sing to the Lord! 

People: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Leader: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving! 

People: Let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise! 

Leader: Come, let us worship and celebrate God’s loving presence    
  with us. 

People: We sing to God with our hearts and our spirits.  

INTROIT      Hal Hopson 
 Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
March 23, 2014 

Eleven o’clock 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 



  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, forgive us when we fail to trust your guidance in our 
lives.  Forgive us when we forget that you are with us in our troubles, 
suffering with us and giving us the strength to cope.  Forgive us when 
we look to earthly sources to satisfy the thirst for meaning in our 
lives.  Remind us that your love has been poured into our hearts 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Replenish our hearts with  
the living water that only Christ can give.  In his name we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

KYRIE Hymnal No. 565  Weaver  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN (in bulletin) Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

  + Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes.  + 

 
THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 



 

 

FIRST LESSON John 4:5-15   

ANTHEM Wayfaring Stranger arr. Alice Parker 
  EMILY MCSPADDEN, MEZZO-SOPRANO 

I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger A travel'n through this world of woe. 
But there's no sickness, no toil nor danger In that bright world to which I go. 
I'm goin' there to see my father; I'm goin' there no more to roam. 
I'm just a-goin' over Jordan, I'm just a-goin' over home. 
 

I know dark clouds will gather 'round me, I know my way is rough and steep; 
But golden fields lay just before me, Where God's redeemed no more shall weep. 
I'm goin' there to see my mother; I'm goin' there no more to roam. 
I'm just a-goin' over Jordan, I'm just a-goin' over home. 
 

I want to wear a crown of glory, When I get home to that good land. 
I want to sing salvation's story, In concert with the blood-washed band; 
I’m goin' home to see my Savior; To sing his praise forevermore. 
I’m just a-goin' o'er Jordan, I’m just a-goin' o'er home.  

SECOND LESSON Exodus 17:1-7 

SERMON “Contagious Hope”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY God Is A Spirit Kopylov 

God is a spirit, and they who worship Him, must worship Him in Truth. For He 
seeketh such to worship Him. For the hour cometh when the true worshippers shall 
worship Him in spirit and in truth.          JOHN 4:24 
 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 



  

 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 84 In the Cross of Christ I Glory Rathbun 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   Allegro maestoso e vivace (Sonata II) Mendelssohn 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Felix Mendelssohn’s (1809 — 1847) six organ sonatas were published in  
1845 and are the first significant organ works by a German composer since  
Bach. Mendelssohn’s playing of Bach and his brilliant improvisations during a 
recital tour of England led to a London publisher commissioning a set of organ 
Voluntaries from him. These were reworked into the six sonatas, which are  
each a collection of varying pieces rather than the classical sonata form. 
Alexander Kopylov (1854 — 1911) was for many years a chorister and  
violinist in the Russian Imperial Court Choir and studied privately with  
Rimsky-Korsakov. He is best known for his symphonies and string quartets.  
Boston-born Alice Parker (b. 1925) was a student of Robert Shaw and 
eventually his collaborator. Together with him and later alone she has set  
many traditional American folk tune and spirituals for chorus. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

John 4:5-15 (NRSV) 
 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about 
noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 
“Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of 
me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with 



 

 

Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and 
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked 
him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to 
him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get 
that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us 
the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but those 
who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 
to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 
that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water. 
 
Exodus 17:1-7 (NRSV) 
 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the 
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But 
the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, 
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 
5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some 
of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 
you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on 
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that 
the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of  
Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

 



  

 




